[Socioeconomic disparities for maternal serum screening of Down's syndrome: trends between 1998 and 2003 in France].
To compare trends in the use of and the opportunity for making an informed choice, regarding maternal serum screening for Down's syndrome. Data were based on the national perinatal surveys of 1998 and 2003, which comprise representative samples of births in France. We used logistic regression models and likelihood ratio tests for testing the statistical significance of interactions between time trends and socioeconomic factors. We found a generalized increase between 1998 and 2003 in both the use of screening and in the opportunity for making an informed choice. The use of screening increased more however, for women with primary or no education (OR=3.0; 95% CI, 2.2-4.1) as compared with those with education levels beyond a high school diploma (OR: 1.8; 95% CI, 1.7-2.0). On the contrary, trends in informed choice were comparable across socioeconomic groups. Hence, disparities in the opportunity for informed choice were essentially unchanged. The use of serum screening, and the opportunity for informed choice regarding the test, became more widespread for women from all socioeconomic categories between 1998 and 2003. These trends were accompanied by a decrease in socioeconomic disparities in the use of screening but not in the opportunity for making an informed choice.